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Beyond Kidding
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•  What were your expectat ions of  the book a f ter reading i ts  t i t le? 
What d id you expect from seeing the cover?

•  The story in Beyond Kidding is  d iv ided into two t imel ines :  one 
tak ing p lace in the present and one in the past .  Why do you 
th ink the author chose th is  format?  What e f fect  d id th is  have on 
you as the reader?

•  ‘As soon as Brodie had a name,  that  was i t ,  he was rea l .  Even 
though obvious ly ,  he wasn’t .  Not at  that  point ,  anyway. ’  (p .  74)
This  statement comes quite ear ly  in  the book.  How did you 
interpret i t  upon reading i t  for the f i rst  t ime? Has your 
interpretat ion of  i t  changed a f ter you f in ished the book?

•  How would you descr ibe Rob? Is  he a l ikeable character?  Why 
(not)?  Has your opin ion of  h im changed whi le  reading the book?

•  What role does Ju les have in the novel? 

•  There are some e lements throughout the novel  that  foreshadow 
the ‘b ig  revea l ’ .  Have you spotted any?  Go back to the text and 
l i s t  three. 

•  Can you p inpoint  the moment in the book when the l ie  starts 
morphing into rea l i ty?

•  Why do you th ink Bummer’s  sons can remember Brodie isn ’ t 
rea l ?

•  How do you interpret the ending?  Is  i t  a  happy,  sad or b i t ter-
sweet one?

•  Have you ever to ld a  l ie  so b ig  that  i t  spun out of  your control 
and came back to haunt you?


