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•  What cu l tura l  d i f ferences do the main characters have to 
overcome in their  re lat ionship?

•  What can you learn about Chinese culture from the novel la? 
(For example ,  wedding customs)

•  Before reading the book,  were you fami l iar  with the term 
‘na i l  house’ ,  or how did you understand the t i t le  without 
knowing i ts  meaning?  How was your percept ion of  the term 
a l tered upon reading the book?

•  The story has some e lements that  are c lose ly  associated 
with the romance genre.  Can you f ind any example of  these 
in the text?

•  I t  could be argued that  Chapter 3 represents a  turning 
point  in  the novel la .  Would you agree? Present some 
examples to support your idea .

•  I t  could be argued that  there are mult ip le v i l la ins  in  the 
story .  Who is ,  in  your opin ion the main v i l la in  and why? 
F ind examples to support your argument .

•  Would you say the ending of  the novel la  i s  happy,  trag ic  or 
b i t tersweet?  Why?

• The narrat ive is  d iv ided so that  the reader can see the 
story both from Zhen’s  and L indon’s  points  of  v iew.  How 
do you th ink your percept ion of  the story would have 
d i f fered i f  there were only one narrator throughout?


